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Sear Soger, 


aa gcoa 


It was necessary to write the attached letter in haste and without having 02 
taking time to think it all tlirough. It is to a friend long in book publishing who 
besides being a lawyer and former publisher today wheels and deals. It is the sea at 
whose houis you left mi the nay i i#sut to aew fork to do the job on HcBcoald* He then 
sug*v.eg> ceu ^ »- th— * •— * o ..' ..no secoiie 5 t-iiii t, ti wg xrrs. xoar ooons oe ooudLexiseu into one. 

Perhaps you and i also discussed this then as we have* iaeoaeluaiveiy , since. 

1 have no interest in such a project natesr it were to accomplish two objectives: 
be able to reach and infoMa more people and produce enough revenue to more than offset 
the lose of sales to the original books* which I f as going to have to reprint in any event® 
xn * x ,s c n, ~ noc go ~ u c o if wi ttUOuf nan ux'ance x* ** xx i x» Wvuxd pay. 
x ac bixuxk insrc xc a. narkac i or it auu x tiiink «it,i a 4j0w<i publisher and. gcod 
promos it could cream the market* -ill the ethers ccaMned do not have cite content, have 
not carried the subject as far, arid acid practically nothing to what first appeared in 
these works. ‘Ihey t ar5 sore than the ground-breakers* fhay imaia the basic works* Sot 
that Sylvias isn t magnificent* But it is limited and no such claims can be ae.de for it. 
It also is coising'out as a paperback* I 'a t a l k i n g about a naruback and without a super 
advance would not consider an original paperback* ’without such an advance, from even a 
large publisher the probabilities are that he*'a coast on. the iutexeet in the subject and 
what might be recalled of my reputation* This would not encourage the truck drivers who 
dteraine what ets onto cost racks to aven out it out well. 

The questiozs begin* after these considerations* Unless there is a satisfactory 
arrangement thorn s XiS li.0 to go iartMrii. Before anything can be done there can be 
changes that would alter everything, including prospects* 

One of the questions we have discussed briefly but 1 eacall no details is whether 
3 *ou -iight want to be the editor. This i ag ad ia t ely raises employer questions, aithoughi 

Of^and on during the nights I*s sleepless, hast night, after writing t.is, I 
became suen leas certain that ths shortest possible bock, is to be preferred* While ay 
recollections of the specific orient of Whitewash -~pA no lean-, r completely clear, from 
■she paSwiag of sore then a decade ana tap acquisition ana oubiication. of new stuff, X 
xczxs to beiisvs ti asre is little fat in it* 

I also thought about the aecbacice, of using it ns a base and adding, mechanically, 
what could then be edited, x’bis is to say that with two copies of each taken apart, there 
would as a copy of each page aud. at appropriate points sections from other books could 
be inserted is whet would become both a rough outline, of the condonation and a beginning 
point for editing/ inserting* xhen another- alternative occurred: if the enlarging xerox 
is not too expensive, if would be better to use one. awhile the si as of page, as I mcall, 
would b-.j awkward, the benefits in space and. legibility would overcome this, I thirikit 
would come out lO/tS, 

lot iaueli after 1 started this the d&y 4 dnail came, with much legal »ork for &_• to 
get done for Jim in t i me to fee sailed tomorrow. X still do not travel too well and I’m 
not yet willing to drive to JXJ again* l*a going to have ts isprove sore first. So if it 
Is to reach him. by nonday I'll have to have it dons by a.s* I ! ve amended a eospiaini in 
one fOX suit and have other work on others* l*ss aurorissb the ohone hfish&i started up 
before now because there is new ersaisess afoot and I was to haw had two calls by now. 

'J hat I’» tryingto do is give you a better basis for considering wh ether you would 
of could be interested in undertakiri'*' this* If the answer is maybe or ves, an cst.i~a.ta 
ox the time would oe a good^ggiag to have, fhe conaensa ti on does, 1 think, have enormous 
possibili ', ies in see impact tether or not cummereiaily. X would , for example, inist that 
aa part ox the deal there be a set of &&&$$ (bound, proofs) in advance of publication 
tc each kesbex* of both Houses* possibility is to undo some ox tnc narxi txts ssix— prsuaots 
have done and will be doing* She work in ad .itioa to tee oditlag/cpsdonsing would not be 
-groat but there would be sene, inserted parenthetically or as notes. Example: The Con- 
miscioii knew what x’va oeea careful to say nothing about, that iiosty destroyed his records* 



So questions. 'Ike relevance , especially in terras of intent and fairness to the FBI, 
is obvious. But the headlines 10 years later ought be something aore than a j tg gsgg 


pros® for this of one of thcos^ariAs of peases o^ellipsis in the very first work. 

arorature to tali a;, out cond^iiaa^ Pest Hortss. Bid; I’d suggest the* for 


re a edition that could include this condensation sight be kept in sand, 

have one other book for sure that would fit but until I have it written that 


also is prosaature* Without & windfall or foundation support, aslthc-j 
going to cone about quickly becaua * there ar« 


too *5gnj 


rjuiflfs - rust 


^ 4 "1 -v r ■? ^ 1 -A" 

j *£. *j u- 1"- XiO -a 

do. I haven't sisadQ 




~0 vl**"!' * 


iated filing sine© the phlebitis, if X do a bit daily. 

Hsasc thin these coasaideratiocs through as soon, an you can. hy friend is capable 


spot dscis: 


'^■1 7 y**;- 


rut deals as he is of forgetting and letsiiu*; tilings slide* 


one 


for 


Q ^ f 


tvsilehlc u*d ap;>rcci§t? two copies , one 



